
 

Safety nets can help address the risks to nutrition from increasing climate
variability

   
   
   
Abstract:

Models of climate change predict increased variability of weather as well as changes in agro-ecology. The
increased variability will pose special challenges for nutrition. This study reviews evidence on climate
shocks and nutrition and estimates the economic consequences in terms of reduced schooling and
economic productivity stemming from nutritional insults in childhood. Panel data covering up to 20 y indicate
that that short-term climate shocks have long-term impacts on children that persist, often into their adult
lives. Other studies document the potential for relief programs to offset these shocks providing that the
programs can be implemented with flexible financing, rapid identification of those affected by the shock, and
timely scale-up. The last of these presumes that programs are already in place with contingency plans
drawn up. Arguably, direct food distribution, including that of ready-to-use therapeutic food, may be part of
the overall strategy. Even if such programs are too expensive for sustainable widespread use in the
prevention of malnutrition, scalable food distribution programs may be cost effective to address the
heightened risk of malnutrition following weather-related shocks.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/jn.109.110825   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  
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What is this?
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weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Food/Water Security

Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Malnutrition/Undernutrition

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied
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 Time Scale Unspecified
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